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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 
WILLIAM PITT 
Ennobled beyond Title by Eſſential Greatnek ; 
By the United Powers of Sentiment and Elocution 

Eminently Diſtinguiſhed in the Senate; 
In the High Station he lately adorned 
Through Zeal for the Public, Abhorrence of Corruption, 
Unrivaled Abilities Unſhaken Integrity, 
The Delight, the Hope, the Confidence of his Country, 
Ever Sollicitous for the General Welfare, 
Studious to im prove the Undivided Intereſts 
Of our Benigneſt Sovexz1IGN and his Affectionate Subjedts; 
Ever Actuated by the true Spirit of Religion, 
In Uprightneſs, Fervency, Benevolence of Heart, | 
The Pure Worſhipper of his G O D, the Sincere Friend of Mankind; 
This Poem is dedicated | 
With the humbleſt Veneration of ſuch excellent Virtue, 4 
By his moſt devoted ſervant, 


WILLIAM Doss o. 
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HE Editor of the Original has prefixed 
13 large Preface to Hes bg is The 
whale” of it would be diſpropo tioned to he 
wee only o of the Poem we 825 publith, an 

e portico | h ſwell. too large for the prigct 11 
fakes 32 reſent therefore, as ud Reader 
may be entertained” with ike tracts from 
it, they are here inſerted. Hs a 
«© At laſt appears that excellent Poem of 
che Cardinal Polignac; fo long the Expectation 
And ardent Defire of the hole literary repub- 
lic. It is a known obſervation, that the eyes 
of mankind are | univerſally turned on the 
offspring of great dea ; they are curi- 
ous in tracing the firſt efforts of their under- 
ſtandings, 400 attend to their minuteſt words | 
and actions even in their earlieſt years. Hence, A 
they are often propagated through the world, 
variouſly miſrepreſented, ſometimes enhanced, 
and at others diminiſhed. It 1s no wonder 1 
therefore, that this production of the Cardinal 


ſhould 


ſhould be thus ſtudiouſly attended to 5 its 
very infancy. Nor indeed could a Work, ſo 
ki ho * ds on 0 ay, rious Writer, 


efpecially as the 
nature of ho ſub 4 * he extreme accu- 


of the, Author, demanded the counſel 
ai d of 8 of the moſt Je 2 Pts ae 


perienced ofsſſors Ea, art 
117 1 e 5 i at any time h AH 
0 


a ire of his f Poem, they pen 


th; 11 info the minds. o Bis h — 78, 

Toh, . n is of hp > #9 t 

f reino pen Y. 
Ketzin f from communicating. to their friends 
| far as they re ed) what they themſelves 
Half gel N ech Blance many em- 
nent Writers wohn fro aur Author 
the ineſtimable jewels "A adorn. their own per- 
formances : as it now became the diſtinguiſhing 
charaQteriſtic f polite Literature. to be ac- 
quainted 9 Vith Anti-Lucretius. 

Thus | in proceſs of time it . WS fol- 
lowed, that as many excellent beauties of this 
admiral Poem, pa ed through numbers of 
hands, ſome ſtole. into 97 5 et miſerably 
mutilated, ſome as injuriouſl enlarged; while 
others ers "were \tranſmitted, c crude, : and indigeſied, 
wer | | 
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which the Author himſelf, on a maturet de- 
vifal, judicicuſly: improved. Thoſe ſtram 
therefore, vhich erept fotth throu gh. ſosret 
ant unfathful 5. 3. i „thus tainted and S 
rupted, e now feſtore to their genuine per- 
ic nd Hentye! them from the fountaif 
head lin 996109051 MMA off 


It ihas ever been cuſtomary with the Editors 
of : umous Wuitinge ta giyeſſome account 


of-the-Writer's:Lite 3; that rm che chatacter 
of the Axithor) they em throw ſame Juſtre 
on his work, or from the work on the / 


thor. But here it were ſuperfluous. Let 


ſuffice: to obſerve, that amongſt) the infinite 
variety of the Cardinal nnn his 
attainments in re by far the leaſt 
oonſpicuous; and that A Prot is ſo excellent, 
chat it wants not the ſupport of his many 
noble atchievements, as well in the eee 
as the chriſtian Worid, to recommend 1 1 to t 
public. 7 ai has ror cl 
From the private cogyertbtions of the 1 — 
ed, the fame of Anti-Lucretius ſoon reached 
the Court All. were inſtantly fired with 
an impatient deſire of hearing, reading, 
tranſeribing. The moſt illuſtrious Princes, 


whole 


1 


__ | | 1 C | 


whoſe leaſt attention to 7 A as no ſmall 
honour, "were ſo. '\wrapt'in admiratiom of this 
ereellefit Poem n, that from an elegant amuſe 
maunbivf cheir leiſüre hours, it at length be- 
dame the ſubject of their elaborate ſtudy. The 
Dube ef Mis tranflated-the firſt Book into 
the French Language. And his ferene High- 
neſs the Duke of Burgunay followed his ex- 
ample in many parts of the Poem: Borg to 
bild che Scepter, he was Proud to /exerciſe 


himſelf: with the of Religion, thus 
1 to him from the Magazine of And 
retiuss o 560% 91% 31/9990 3Ud 101 


ert would be too tedious at preſent to go e 
the reader our Editor's narration of the riſe 
and progreſs of this Poem; what a ſeries of 
time the (Cardinal [employed in this great un- 
dertaking; z hous it travelled with him through 
different countries; was his daily ſtudy, his 
nightly: lucubration; ſtill followed and attend- 
ed him amidſt beds and in palaces, and 
more than divided his important hours with 
the concerns of all Europe, in which he was 
neceſſarily engaged, and negociated with admi- 
cable judgment and ſagilcity. S0 zealous 
was he in the cauſe of Religion !-—Yet one 


ol Remark 
ol 


P R E F A C E ix 


Remark out of many I muſt beg leave to give 
the Reader from the Editor's Narration. He 
obſerves that our Author may poſſibly give 
offence to ſome of the ſcrupulous in that paſ- 
fage, where he accuſes Epicurus of ſubverting 
the abſurd worſhip of the Pagan world. 


De he een on Religion 8 name, | 


&c. 


But here he is to we eng not to 
charge the Philoſopher with prophaneneſs and 
impiety, for endeavouring to demoliſh the 
heathen altars; but that extirpating the only 
Religion then exifting i in Greece, without ſub- 
ſtituting any other in it's room, he aimed at 
the ſubverſion of all worſhip of the Deity. 

This his meaning and intention he more parti- 
cularly explains m the ninth book of his Poem. 
— Thus far the Editor. 

Let the Reader breathe a while, 9 then 
excuſe the Tranſlator for detaining him a few 
minutes with a ſhort encomium on the excel- 
Hence of this Work. In the opening of his 
Poem the Cardinal aſſerts the ſuperiority of 
his ſubject, the high dignity of the cauſe he 
is I in : but with the politeſt addreſs, 

1 b compliments 
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whoſe leaſt attention to engage was no ſimhll 
honour, were ſo wrapt in admiration of.'this 
exealletit: Poem Poem, that 1 — an elegant amuſe. 
ment of cheir 7Jeifiite hours; dit at length be- 
dame the ſubject of their elaborate ſtudy.” The 
Dukec bf Maiu tranſlated the firſt Book into 
the French Language. And his ſerene High- 
neſs the Duke of Burgunay followed his ex- 
ample in many parts of ite Poem : Born to 
weild che Scepter, he was proud' toVexetciſe 
hünſelf with the of Religion, thus 
eſented to him from the Magazine of Anti- 
petius so 12 4 91 31 815 31:4 TON 
vis would he too tedious at-preſent to-jfive 
the reader our Editor's narration of the riſe 
and progreſs of this Poem; what a ſeries of 
time the Cardinaf employed in this great un- 
dertaking; how it travelled with him through 
different countries; was his daily ſtudy, his 
nightly: lucubration; ſtill followed and attend- 
ed him amidſt crowds and in palaces,” and 
more than divided his important hours with 
the concerns of all Europe, in which he was 
neceſſarily engaged, and negociated with admi- 
rable judgment and ſagacity. '''-So' zealous 
was he in che cauſe of Religion! Vet one 


Moll, Remark 
F 
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Remark out of many I muſt beg leave to give 
the Reader from the Editor's Narration. He 
obſerves that our Author may poſſibly give 
offence to ſome of the ſcrupulous in that paſ- 
ſage, where he accuſes Epicurus of ſubverting 
the abſurd worſhip of the Pagan world. 


Daring he e on Religion” 8 name, : 
NC... 


But here he is to * urilchſioad not to 
charge the Philoſopher with prophaneneſs and 
impiety, for endeavouring to demoliſh the 
heathen altars; but that extirpating the only 
Religion then exifting i in Greece, without ſub- 
ſtituting any other in it's room, he aimed at 
the ſubverſion of all worſhip of the Deity. 
This his meaning and intention he more parti- 
cularly explains in the ninth book of * Poem. 
bus far the Editor. | 
Let the Reader breathe a while, NE then 
excuſe the Tranſlator for detaining him a few 
minutes with a ſhort encomium on the excel- 
Hence of this Work. In the opening of his 
Poem the Cardinal aſſerts the ſuperiority of 
his ſubject, the high dignity of the cauſe he 
is ce in: but with the politeſt addreſs, 
s b compliments 


R PREFACE 
compliments Lucretius with the aſcendant he 
has over him in the elegance of his diction and 
harmony of numbers. Vet it muſt be con- 
feſſed, that our Author has preſſed cloſe on the 
Roman Bard; and while he modeſtly apologizes 
for bis defect in this particular, has tranſ- 
fuſed all his . beauties, and happily diſplayed 
the ſame elegance of diction, the ſame har- 
mony of numbers. He has indeed attained 
the ſummit of Poetry | in blending ſo agreeably 
entertainment with utility. How aptly does he 
expoſe the folly of thoſe men, who affecting 
to doubt of another world, indulge themſelves 
in the falſe pleaſures and trilling gratifications 
of a tranſitory, precarious, and unſtable life, 
in its utmoſt length but of ſhort. duration, 
at the great and amazing hazard of Eternity; 
a at the ſame time demonſtrates, that Re- 
ligion and Virtue moſt effectually promote 
the happineſs of mankind, even in this world, 
F there were no other! | what a noble con- 
traſt does he draw between the narrow- minded 
wretches, who derive their exiſtence from a 
| concourſe of atoms, who would contract it 
within this ſpan of life, ignobly flattering them- 
ſelves with the mean conceit of ſinking into 
nothing; > 


PREF ACE. = 


nothing; and thofe exalted ſouls, who de- 
duce their original from an Almighty Creator, 

whoſe hopes are full of a glorious Immortality 

ſtill enlarging their ideas, ſtill See thei - 

views to an unmeaſurable Eternity! 

But I am expatiating too far l pleaſing 
18. the field) beyond the bounds 1 preſcribed 
my ſelf.---Let me obſerve in a word, that our 
3 has interſperſed, amidſt the cloſeſt rea- 
ſoning and moſt deciſive arguments, all the 
imaginable ornaments and embelliſhments of 
Poetry : that this firſt Book may be received 
as. a detached piece, and is in itſelf a complete 
Poem built on the moral plan, as illuſtrated, 
enforced and heightened by Religion. The 
ſubſequent parts contain a fyſtem of Philoſophy; 7 
in which the Tranſlator” has made ſome pro- 
greſs, with a deſign of offering them to the 
public, if this Eſſay is favourably RO 
He is too ſenſible; that much of the ſpirit of 
the ſublime Original will evaporate in tranſ- 
fuſion 3 that. the Anti-Lueretian Sun will ap- 
pear 4 and obſcure, as it were ſhorn of his; 


beams, through the miſt of this Tranſlation. 
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fe ARC GUM EN "pu 1 

7 Wk AI ela, 
54 HE Author propoſes bis Aber 11 reds th Ain 

Wiſ zom. He then exhorts Quintius (in the character 
of an Atheiſt) to diſmiſs all prejudice, and attend calmly 
and df 7 0 Reaſon. 

Dꝛence undertaking the defence of Religion i in oppoſition 
10 Pleaſare; (10) be We that Epicurus s plan for ſub- 
verring Religion and cultivating Pleaſure, is favourable only 

40 Lu and Iniguity; but deſtructive to ſound Morals, to 

Human Society, to 150 irtue and Reaſon, 

In anſwer to the Friends and Abettors of Epicurus, be 

Heu that the Philoſopher would place Virtue in Pleaſure, 
not Pleaſure in Virtue : and that, in deſtroying Religion, 
Be deftiroys every Printiple not of Virtue yy" but "gn Truth 

atfelf. 

Hie then refuts by rhe way Mr Hobbes's Opinion if the 
Origin of Juſtice, as A ad 4h zo ſupport the Epicurean 
Sem: and demonſtrates at once the abſurdity and deceit- 

" fulneſs of Epicurus's Doctrine concerning Pleaſure. — 

(2*) He compares Religion with Pleaſure, and proves 
zhat true Happineſs is to 2 derived only from Religion, 

Soth in this Life and the nett. 

Pleaſure thus defeated, be maintains it the Atheiff 5 
mt important Intereſt, earneſt! ly and impartiall to 1 25 

| e 00's be a God 


. 1 = 


ANTI- LUCRETIUS 
Of GOD. "and. NATURE. 
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REAT and ſublime the Argument I cuſs; 
Quintius, th Almighty a praiſe. What name fo ** 
The ſole Creator of this wondrous world; MW 
The Sovereign Lord! What Theme; ſo juſtly Pony 
Th* unwearied labour of the ſtudious Mind) 

But ah, th' attempt, how bold to comprehend, , 

In finite numbers Eſſence infinite, 
Fountain of Eſſences; in theſe his works 


Part ſeen and part conceal'd.. en ha 24 
Dawns on the eye, with darkneſs intermix d; 
A Sun, faint-glimm ring thro! the envious cloud... 
Hence the divided Sentiments of men; 
Whether by Fate's determined force. they act, | 
| B Or 


"ET 
| Or by the guidance of ſupernal Law. 
(Bomb | ubt (we fee) not Knowing Why they doubt by 
Yet N wiſh no Sovereignty above 7 
Ober cart oitfided; ub tell Judge: 10 
The world's entire arbitrement com pit * 
To fortune's ſway, down- tram pling ey fear, 
Of future ſtate ſecure, | or Jife or death. 


3-Y SS +, 


Such the perſuaſive pow'r of impious Luſt ! 
With theſ&T war. The remnant of that crew” % 
' Rebellious, ſtruggling for vain liert, 
Fain would I cruſh, their vaunted Bard diſarm, 
f And win the Muſes to the camp of ' Truth! : +2 ST 
The Muſes airy ſound and empty names! 
Thee, Cauſe 8upreme, chee, all-directing Rule: 
Eternal Sapience, Reaſon, Virtue, PowW rr 
Thee, ſalutary Guide of erring life, 
Light of the foul, Thee only I invckhke. 
O deigh thy aid, thy Votary conduct 
Thro the laborious taſk. By Thee the world 
It's order d courſe maintains: by thy bleſt beam 
Things dark to mortal ken at length unveil'd ' 


Appear, 


__ 
Appear, and from their native ſhades emerge. 
Cheriſh'd by Thee; this fond deſire innate 


Of facred knowledge grew, the ardene thirſt 


Inſatiate, panting after truth. Inſpire 81 
My ſong, and vindicate thy ſovereign cauſe. <> off 
But Thou, whom giddy wantonneſs of youth, 
Or pleafure's rapid fiream urg d ee we | eff] 
Of curb impatient; or if genius wild, 
That oft affects to deviate from the fafe, 1 
The beaten track, impelP'd thee to diſdain tt 
Virtue's mild yoke, and arrogantly {mile | 
At the dread hazard of Eternity; ; 
Deſiſt, my Quintius; ; check the mad career. 
And o! reject not with averted eye 2fl 
T "he friendly light : thy mental faculties © ail) ao. ood 
Exert; and every prejudice diſpelrd, 219. 913 AW 
Weigh well the cauſe. Let Reaſon's equal band 4 
Poiſe the juſt ſcale : and as that turns, incline. 
Were mine the gilt, as Oer the ficred' clin” | 
Thy ſteps I guide, to pour Caſtalian ftreams 
Thro the parch'd plain, the ſhaggy wd e. oonvert 
To * verdure, atid entice at once 


B 2 | All 


Ss 
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All 'Aganippe's ſprings ! But not from m - - | 

Flows the rich eloquence that grac'd your Bard. 
The ſweet, harmonious melody of ſongg. 

| He the fam'd Grecian dreams with eaſe transfus'd 

Thro' the free channel of his native tongue; 

While we, in language not our own, andite 117" 1.4 

This hallow'd verſe. Fair Venus, young Delight, 

And all the Graces charms, his numbers. breathe :. 

Ours, the ſtrict tenets of ſevereſt truth; 

Harſh notes, unwelcome to. the ſenſual ear. 

Amply to him her gaudieſt treaſure pours: 

Luxuriant Nature, flow'rs of various hue ;. 

The vernal airs. breath ſofter to his lyre; 

The ſkies around him milder beams diffuſe :- 

Look on the ſoil, the foil. cool. ſhades ſupplies ; 

Down the green ſummits gurgling rivulets aide, HR 

And milky ſtreams refreſh. the fertile plain. K | 

Sweet chaunt the chearful ſongſters of the ar- 

In flow'ry paſtures numerous flocks-and. herds. _ 

Delighted roam: the flocks, the ſhepherds dance. 

The Cyprian Queen preſides, and ſpreads her ſmiles. 

O'er earth, o'er ocean, and the ambient ſky. 


\ - 
1 Thus 
1 % + A — * 
89 F »4- . 
417 
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37 
Thus ſparkling with the Muſes airy froth... 
Smile the-deluſive tales your bard deri dd = * 
From the Cecropian ſprings: like — Fr 
Circe preſented her unwary gueſts, Wu as 2+ | 
By wiſe Ulyſſes ſnun d. Hence ta —_ Af ay . 
Let the raw Youth, Whom vain. Philoſophy: Im 6, 
Allures, the ſun-born nymph's dire. n ware; 
And, left his godlike form he baſely. fink. 


Spurn all her charms; and dare to be himſel. 
God is our theme; is praiſe, —— path a. -- 
What if we yield in power of eloquence _ -. .... 
And harmony of ſound; in argument 1 
Thro' truth we bene e Fee and attends... 


EP 3 


Shadows of deities and 4 ngo — nn oy 0A 
Rude and diſcordant harmoniz'd.by. chance, 

Primzval atoms jumbled: to a. world, 1 
And man's immortal ſoul to. death conkers... FE 
Himſelf, devoid of ſhame, his ſcheme: ayow'd,, - 
Pleaſure's audacious advocate and prieſt. / 

He ſaw. mankind. beneath religions YE 


wu 


£6) N 
Severely groatlig) tir gelbe, ene 1 eudT 
The deat of Sgt dw, andthe tor 2 
Of Acheron; and if a glimm ring dann 
Of joy aroſe, ſoon eee 29110 
Aw'd by the gods; and fearful to offend. NI N vl 
| Then in kind pity to the hapleſs race the *: 6% 3 39;} 
And to the ble eld of her NI 6: l bn 
From Phœbus renckd the pied Ha 0 n e 
His thunderbolt; unfo&#d' the fatal ole 25! [1s wer 
And bad mankind their various wills purſue, b | 
Free from the faicied'terrors of the grave. | - 

But left reproach hold taint his recent . 
If mad licentiouſneſs prevail d, a curb Gil 
Still he I t eee 53 a odw oH 
(8 fame relates) and by mere nature leg 
Ey'n to their pleaſtres certain bounds preſerib d:. 
Not as a foe to vice, br virtue'd friend; Set I 
For vice and virtue were to him but dreams. 
He fear d, leſt training to th extreme of joy | 
Each labour'd nerve, ſfarp-anguiſh might enſac;: 
And diſcompeſt the ſoſt Serene of 'Bli 11 +7) 
85 Or 


e [i 71 

Or paſſion's ſtorms by fictoe ambition mis d. ( 

Th' impending terror of vindiRtive lawa, 540 110i I 
— 1 1nds 40 
| Daſh every joy, and: priſon all theit frreets,.. 

But the wild. paſſions, once broke lone, wy 0 
Surpaſs d his pow'r; or the ſlark drein tl. 
The pilot, when ane e R's 
If once the helm he quit, in vain exhatts In 2 A EL 41 
His mariners the ſwelling ſails to fi N 10 0 a1 10 
Vain all their art: precipitately drives: | - 2a C 
The wand'ring bark, 3 ; 
Or when a lofty moiind with maſſ pride LOY nie 
Hath long withſtoodithe laſhing ſurge s rage; 
At the firſt breach the torrent burſts it's way nb bid bag 
With rapid fury impetwous, uncuimtrollid.. 
Thus.your deluded Chief, Heaviis ſacred we 
Subverting; pay d the fatal way to ve. 
And where's this boaſtedl liberty of . T 4D 
Chang d are his lords indeed; and tyrant Luft: 
Uſurps the juſt ſupremacy of Heavy n. 
For how ſhall juſtice ſway, or moral rule 

gubſiſt, if no ſuperior power preſidl e 
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On the rude rabble's arbitrary breath 


\'- 
* 


Or in their ear divine inſtructions pour, 15 
And teach them to diſtinguiſn right from wrong? 
Or vice from virtue how ſhall they diſcern, 

Where no Res 24h 
O'er human actions fits ſole arbitreſs? 7 

Thus were all deeds, by 6 TOR 


Of praiſe or cenſure void; and twere the ſame 


To ſnatch a Sire from death, or midſt a feign'd d 


Vain you confeſs the light which Nature yields 
Dim and obſcure. Hence Crimes in darkneſi veild, 


1 


And hidden Virtues undiſtinguiſh d paſs; 


Dependent hoth; and both an empty name. 


5 Reine a * 2 FUELS . 
By ſtated lawis to regulate mank ing 


Hapleſs the Youth, who from your fo untain draws „ 


Theſe pois nous ſtreams, by nature prone to vice, 
His blood rebellious boiling in his veins; 

Who reſcued from the awe of pow rs divine 

His ſovereign boon a life voluptuous deem 
Iadulgent to his luſts; thinks, Man ſhall 8 


"a 


Shall ought reſtrain amid his wild ve ge Dab 


1 
When hence An as he ne er had been; 
That all is form d by chance, by:chance diſſolv 1 iT 


Nought to be dreaded, while this vital air fl 
We draw, but ſorrow and afflictive pain. 


This headſtrong youth, if mortal eye he ſcape, 
(Org d by his native fire and pleaſure's charms) - 
From rapes, adulteries, poiſon. and the fword?:; , 

For with fierce torrent where. his paſſions n 42 1 


{Vain all thy caution, Epicurus) there, 122, 26th; 


In that ſole point concenter. his 3 e 


1 * 
11 « p 
1 +5: 3 : 
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Reſolve me then, celeſtial 'Pow'rs — 4 Jef 
What ſhould induce him to reſiſt his will 
And curb the ſtrong emotions of his Bald. a | 

Shame? ar the witaeh hae within. an a: 


Whence ſhame, or whence remorſe ? Let re 


Torment th' unrighteous breaſt. He reſts * 12 20 


His conſcience ſtifled with licentious jo. 
Aim'd not the efforts of thy ſubtle att ſs : 
To drown her friendly whiſpers, and exale 10 in; 

| The facred records of th heart · ritten law; ; i617 aig 
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[20] 
Left haply ſome diſquietude attaint 
The ftream of joy, ſome b nennt 
The ſweet oblivion of a life to come? 
If then by nature's bent the luſt of vice 
Predominate in Man, o erwhelming ſhame 
And fear; and no ſuperior Pow 'r controll; 
Laws to tranſgreſs were laudable and juſt: 
To ſin, a duty: not to ſin, a crime. 
Perhaps on Ariſtippus this you'll charge. 
Was Ariſtippus' doctrine worſe than your's ? 
The diff rence this: He openly proſeſs d 
Thoſe baneful tenets, which Democritus, 
Which you with artful ſubtlety conceal. 
For if the ſum of all, the end fupreme | 
bb, What delights me; and What checks deſire, | 
Torments the foul; why ceaſe I to purſue 
Phe paths of luſt by wedded love abhorr'd, 
Or Sinon's impious frauds, or revels lewd cc 
Of frantic EN os 
For Pleaſure bids me unreſerv'd indulge. 
The bent of genius: my deſires reſtrain's, 
Pain ſtrait enſuts, dire ſoe to human lik. 10 


Wes 

Shall man's vain laws, the'blaſts'of. — d , 
The diſtant horrors of decrepit * | DN evil £7 
Dread of ideal maladies to come, 54 2 5 . 
Read my core 0 th babe a. T 
Indignant, whom the ſportive youth derides 
Frolic and blithe, rejoycing in his bloom); 
No: if the ſavage ſcene had-pow'r to charm, + vat 0 
My native city would I wrap in flames, 
And Nero's ſelf out- vie: for Tyrann gg 
Still waits on Pleaſure, her confederate frien gde. 
But Pleaſure's rites the Wreteh profanes, and well 
Deſerves the thyrſus, who ſeverely ſway'd. 
By rigor's gloomy lore from love and wine 
Refrains; and thro' th' extremes of heat and cold 
Laborious toils, vain conqu ror of himſelf. 1.45: 

Hence need we'wonder, that your hull le 
Their guide, and joyn the Cyrenæan herd, 
Mere rebels thro' obedience to your laws? _ _ 
If they believ'd the doctrines you maintain d, 
How ſhould they ſhun the paths you bad them re 
Ine er (you anſwer) this intemperate courſe 
. I counſell d fill to hive ſerene, 
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= #48 & 


C 2 And 


= - 
D120 


And banſſb every paſſton from their ſoult. 


To live ſerene ? Such life the Virtuous lead | 
Vataught : the fetter d ſlaves of ſordid vice, 


Their ways to change, muſt many a pang endure. | 


But you directed to a joyous life: | 

And when long-ſtruggling to ſubdue their kiſs. 

No joy they find, to flattering delights, __ 

Jo wanton eaſe they fly, their ſole reſource;- 

Taught by your maxims, that no diſtant dread 

Extends beyond'the grave, whate'er they act; 

No. future hope, however they abſtain. © 
Pleaſure for pleaſure s ſake ſhould ot be * ch, 

And grateful oſt the craving appetite 

To conquer, you aſſert. Aſſertion true. 

But here your own fam d axiom you confront: 

For you, for all your wanton tribe proclaim. 

Joy the chief bleſſing, Sorrow curſe of life. 


Reſounds not, echoing tliro* the Cyprian grove, 


This fav'rite voice? — How finks your abject ſoul: 
Croſs d in the vain purſuit of fancied joy d . 

Then to diſpef your woe; hate er allures 

The ſenſe, you boldly claim: nor ſacred Right 


Nor 


Nor Honour ſways, while Pleaſure holds the rein. ” 


If abſtinence you. praiſe, why ſtyle you me 

A wretch, who for religion's ſake abſtain Ly 

Since your vain conqueſt torturing pangs Me 
Me mine delights. But if you dare not-face 
Th' encounter, tis confeſs d: wide ftands the e 
To lewdneſs, and to vice no bars remain. 

Still they remain, you ery: The conſtant dreadi 
Of vengeful laws, and the long train of ills 
That impious luſt thro every ſage attend. 

But once the terror of th' Almighty's arm 
Remov d, what earthly fear can ſhake the ſoul S. 
Shall I celeſtial pow'rs-contemn, and ſhrink. 

At human vengeance, and a mortal judge?” 
Thus were 1 Rill-entangled- in the ſnare- 

You vaunted to deſtroy : ſtill freſk alarm 

Would haunt me, the from meaner 1 gerede. 
Scarce from religion free d, I now become | 
My. own dread cenſor; and'enſlav'd alike-- | » 
Wear as ſevere, but more ignoble chains. 

That Heay'n forbid | Is Pleaſure ſacrific'd? 

Be it to God. In ſublunary things 


ws 


OG we] 
Why ſhould the preſent to the future yield ꝰ 
Then graſp the pleaſure of the current day, 
Or if the proſpect of remoter jo od 
Win thy regard, firſt prove it's excellence. 
For tranſient toys and momentary bliſs 
To change, how vain and fruitlefs, Wiſer a 
Purchaſe with life's ſhort ſpat Eternity, 
Say, will the prudent ſwain unwearied ply 
The cultur'd earth with oft-repeated toil, 
If ſhe return him barely grain for grain? 
He aſks large int'reft for th enttuſted ſeed, 
Luxuriant crops, his granries to o'erflow. 

Yet, Grecian fage, if this your ſervile fear 
Some may ſuffice, (who for a ſpace perhaps 
With difficulty, and labour ſcarce command 
Short abſtinence) yet can it ne er inſpire | 
The love of virtue, nor extirpate vice. 

The love of thee, fair Virtue, far excels 
All dread of ſhame, impriſonment, or death. 
Vice worſe than puniſhment the juſt abhor : 
F'en happineſs with vice they dare diſclaim, 
If ſuch ſtrange union could exiſt : not foes 0 


To 


Ts) 
To vicious deeds alone, the guilt they 8 
Alike, to will a erime, or to commit. 


Nought it avails & abſtain from fin, the branch 


Of lewd defire, and nurſe the parent root. 
Numerous the Vices by the fons of men 
Indulg d, which *ſcape the laws; yet'not'avow'd, - 
Not uncondemn'd by you: for they bebaſe 
The heart, and in the villain fink the man; 
Tho' vengeance none attend, no tortures dire, 
No terror of the awe-clad magiſtrate. 2441 
Such is the man, who renders ill for good, 
Heinous ingratitude! Or he, who pines 


With ranc'rous envy, when fair virtue thrives: 
Who dares his promiſe violate, - or diſcloſe 
Emboſom d ſecrets. - Such the ſordid churl, | 
The falſe of tongue; th enſnaring counſellor - 
The mean betrayer of unwitnek'd truſt. 

Such, who to gratify ambition's luſt 
And thirſt of glory, blaſt their neighbour's fame; 
Who wiſh, to ſwell their hoards, each parent's 115 N 
A general dearth, and their whole country's ruin; 5 
Got to the hungry bread, oppreſi the falln, 


T 26 


g Nor hear the widow 's or the orphan's groan. o | 
And he, who rais'd-to judgement's {eat e UA 
*Thro' vegal views the cauſe of right pervertz, jo 
Impoſtor, and-baſe-counterfeit of tuts. 130. 
Vet in theſe flagrant crimes the lawlefs wretch,.  . 
Rid of the tetrors,of a vengeful God. 2 but 
Plunges ſecure, whom Pleaſure to WEL 005 ; 204 
Invites: for Pleaſure ſolely he adores. 1 an Mesa all 
But grant the ſon of Pleaſure to be mud. 
Friendly, benevolent, averſe to infringe. _. .. 
The ſacred laws of ſweet fociery. _ 132 
Thro' avarice or ambition's ſardid am. 
1s this the influence of your diſcipline? ? 
Strange diſcipline, that joys alone preſcribes, - * 
And bids indulge 1 th'-unbounded appetite ain | 
Of wanton genius! No: 'tis the reſult „ AF Lt 1 
Of a ſerene, unruffled, placid mind, 
The gift of nature, not the effect of art. 
The gentle lamb, that innocently feeds ; 
In ſpatious paſtures, and permitted crops. if ; 
Each flow' 'ry ſhrub, yet claims no privilege - 9 5 mr i 
The growling wolf of fiercenel to arraign, 2 f 2 
Ne 


tw) 


Nor the fell tigreſs of carnivorous rage. 2711 2 

That mild, and theſe rapacious, N ature Pea i: Omni 

Yet from the mild nought deſperate. we dread . 

But what from thoſe, whom furious luſt impelss | 

Thro ew ry vice, moſt rapid, When oppos'd?: - 11 

Like fierceſt thirſt by fev ' rous fires inflam d, 

Which the firm patient's hardieſt fortitude 

Tames not, ſooth d only by refreſhing draughhts. 
Theſeus no reſt enjoys, while Phædra's charms 1 24 

Tranſcending Ariadne's fire his ſoul 5 

With love inceſtuous; all diſconſolate, 1 

Till Phædra he poſſeſs, and bee ee \ 

His wedded contract. Hapleſs Ariadne! d #1 

Ah! nought avails thee thro' the labyrinth's folds: - 

Safe to have guided the perfidious man: 

Nor can his vows, nor. grateful-recompence 

Due to ſuch merit, quench his impious flame. 

Sharp pangs endures he, conſcious of his guilt: 

What ſhall he do, reſiſt the ſweet deſire? 

The ſweet deſire enjoy ment beſt allays: 

Hence peace he gains; for Pleaſure is his . 

Theſe, ee, are thy ſentimentʒ 


D His 


bo, 
* 


[ 18 } 
His ſcheme is thine: thro' intereſting ties, 
Thro' laws, he burſts his way ; in foreign land 


Leaves the deſerted wretch, with outſtreteh d arms, 


And aking eyes, expiring on the ſhore. 
Phzdra no reſt enjoys, ſince firſt ſhe view d 
The brave Hippolitus; no peace admits, 
Till ſhe fubdue the youth's obdurate heart, 
And win him to his father's injur'd bed. | 
Thus raves ſhe, ſtung with luſt, Muſt the then die 
Deſpis d, deteſted ? yet not unreveng'd 
dhe Il die. Firſt bleeds. the virtuous ſon.—Sad ſcene 
Of impious guilt, wild frenzy, deep diſtreſs? 
From one dire crime what various crimes enſue ! 
To arms, to arms, the Macedonian roars, 
Born to bold enterpriae; impatient, till 
The world he conquer: and the conquer d world 
Contents him not, Go, bid the warrior reſt. 
In Pella, and the Afran monarchs leave 
In free enjoyment of their native realms :. 
Since Peace to thee, unhonor'd, humble Peace 
Is ſweeter far than Ghory's envied wreath, | 
With teil, with danger, and with bloodſhed bovghtt- 


Loft 


[9]. 
Lo! what wild uptoar mid the nations round 
One Roman rais d; what ravage in the globe 
Cæſar's ambition rought. At his ſole nod 
What mighty tow'rs were ſhatter d, what vaſt ſtates 
Overturn'd! how ran with blood th' impurpled plains; 
When o'er fall'n Pompey with inſulting pride | 
He triumph'd, o'er his {laughter'd brethren «rciumph'd, 
His bleeding country's antient liberty) i 
Bid Cæſar on the banks of Rubicon 
Inactive lie; or fit him down at Rome 
With his calm citizens, the ſons of peace, 
In ſtill repoſe. This anſwer both return: 
Reſt then, if Reft's your Pleaſure: our's is War, 
Vain then and frivolous your boaſted plea : 

« In moderation ts my ſole delight; 
ce Gladly my neighbour's quiet as my own 
« I'd cheriſh and preſerve; with liberal arts 
* Adorn my mind, and virtue cultivate, 
e Superior to the ſoothing charms of ſenſe.”  - 
Agreed, Vet one deſire impels not aj 
You this way may incline, another that, | 
And various minds are turm d by various wills: 

31 =. © Which 
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Which if each mortal freely may purſue | 

To lull his foul in indolence, ſecure 

Of an hereafter; What he wills, is right; 

Then as your Pleaſure to the liberal arts 

Directs you, by mere. impulſe of the will, 

Thro' nature's kindneſs fortunately good; 

Mine, juſt alike, to every crime incites, 

By the ſame impulſe ſway'd; if nature me 

Form'd of more rude: materials, prone to vice. 

Hence I deride whate'er'of honeſty | 

Your Sect commends, if nought to me is good 

But what ſeems pleaſant ; or beyond this life - 

No diſtant ſcene more bliſsful you propoſe. 

For that alone is pleaſing to the ſenſe, ' 

Which gratifies deſire; and man's deſire 

From native temper regularly ſprings, 

As from each various ſoil it's different ſeed; 

Thus do your rules direct me to obey 

My own heart's dictates, and not credit thine. 
Laſt you'll ſubjoin : by fear tho uncontroll'd,. 

Yet by right reaſon Pleaſure may be ruled; 

Pleaſure not boiſterous, not in. the extreme 


Delighting, 


[ ar) 

Delighting, but with humble mean content gc. 
Which free enjoying, Man his mortal days 
May paſs ſerene in ſoft tranquillity, 
Like the rude nations who no God adore. 
But in your wild irregular device 
Where's reaſon,s rectitude, who give to clans.” 
The mind's creation, and it's faculties? ;: 
Things right we fairly deem, which conſtant rule 
Direct; where fluctuating chance prevails, 
What certainty ſubſiſts, what rectitude? 
The man unconſcious of a law innate, 
Proud to deduce his origin from chance, 
Holds with right reaſon no ſociety. 
Thus our conceptions were mere fortune all; nc! 
And antient times might term things falſe, ahh we 
Truths unconteſted grant; and ſtamp at will 
The mark of infamy on what is now 
Plac'd in the foremoſt rank of high eſtem. 
Why boaſt you then this ordinance preſcrib'd, 
Which ineffectual you confeſs and vain? - 

In China's land, beneath the orient ſun, . 
(By fame were told) Some learned in the laws,, 
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Of nobler talents and ſuperior po]-] r 


— 
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Virtue revere, with no regard to gain; 
And, with no ſervile dread of puniſhment, _ 
Extirpate vice. Vet with religion's ray 
Not un-enlighten'd, nor of facred: hope 324 
And fear devoid, is this fair moral ſcheme, HV. 
This almoſt Stoic diſcipline, - A rule | 
Eternal clearly they confeſs, a on 

Original of equity and truth,- _ | 

A kind of reaſon on the world was: 

And laws immutable ; from which to fwerve,  __ 


Tho' but a point, is crime enormous held, 
Irreparable breach. But where's your rule, 
Your laws, your order, diſcipline ; except : 
What chance decrees, and chance-created minds? 
Pleaſure with you is all ſolidity, an 
All truth; imperious Pleaſure ſtamps the en 
On right and wrong: ſhe dictates to the mind 
At will; and each man's luſt becomes his god. 
Thus you reſtore the goddeſſes and gods, 
And fabled genii; by the ſelf ſame chance 
With us (poor mortal ſoule) produc d, I ween. 


wo REES 
For what by nature's impulſe man affects. 
That is his ſovereign, all- ſubduing po wr. 
Still more outrageous, as the more oppos d. n 59" A 
As when th' indignant tides with boiſt rous rage 
Burſt the ſtrong mounds, o er the Batavian plains 
Ruſhes th impetuous torrent, waſting wide ele 
Man's labours, and the country round o'erwhelms. 
Vain are th' objected dams; th' outrageous ſom 
Diſdains reſiſtance, and extends it fray, x. 
Wiſe reſts the peaſant, till the waves retire 
Spontaneous; hiſh'd'in peace the winds ſubſide, 
Sunk is the deluge, and the fields emerge. 

Admit we, that right reaſon. you allow, 

And her invariable light ordain E 
Your judgments and your morals certain tale; ö 
Sure you muſt grant ſome „ 
Director of free ageney in man, 
Prior to Pleaſure; And ſhall Pleaſure dare 
Vain titles claim, + man's arbitreſs and guide 
Rather, if gentle reafon's' lenient pow'r © 
Lend not her aid; the peſt of human kind: 
Thus by heav'ns bounty Fire to man was gyn. 


For: 
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For various uſe: his Hidden limbs - - 


To cheriſh, and the abſent ſuoſupply-;-- 1 -/ +7 
Thro' the damp ſhades of night; his od ror; Te 
The various juices of each plant extract; + note a 


To "ER to glaſs convert the . 5:1 d of 
And in the tort' ring furnace tam'd-reduce. : 118 
The ſtubborn force of iron of maſſy gold. 

Yet if ſome hapleſs band it's beam miſguide, | 

Strait blaze the rafter'd roofs: by the rude A We 

Born with wild fury the devouring flames 

Rage far and near: th affrighted 5 8 __ 52 
Eye the contagious blaſt with ſad diſmay. 

In fiery tempeſts driv'n.; nor art avails, my 
Nor mightieſt ſtrength, nor ſtreaming engine's pow'r:. 
Horror on every fide, and loud lament. 

Down ruſh the temples; tow-rs on tow'rs deſcend, 

And the proud city loſt in aſhes lie. 
Thus unrein'd Pleaſure wildly domineers Ira 40 
Licentious, and the wanton world involves 
In frantic crimes: whom if you once ſubmit 


To reaſon's yoke, all in a moment falls, 
Precipitate, your viſionary plan. n en r 
10 1 Nor 


Ta]. 
Nor can you ought produce, but what beſore 997 
The thund' ring Academy roar d aloud, „Hic ett 
The fam'd Lyczum, and the Portio. 
But if th' aſcendant is to Pleaſure giyj n. 
She rules oer all, impatient of controll. WF 42 5 
Thus Reaſon, parent of each virtue, . 
Of human life, in your inverting ſcheme 
Turns Slave to Pleaſure, erſt her Queen ondain'd. | 
Go then, with varniſh d gloſſes vice diſguiſe. | 0 
Some by Gaſſendi's influence warp d, thus — 5 
Vour Epicurus' cauſe; that Pleaſure none 
He craves, but what thro! uwe is ehr d. Ly. 2 
Alas! too eaſy their unwary E 
Unſkill'd to penetrate his ſpecious frauds. e A wr 
For what's the Virtue, what the Honeſty. - SF 
Of this fam d Grecian Sage, whom they extol !- 
So high, and crown with honours not his own » 
Is it a firm unſhaken love of truth, 3 
Steady of purpoſe, reſolutely god. 
Unaw'd by dangers, unſeduc'd by charms, - + 

If ſoothing Pleaſure's-ſoft allurements mile. 
Or if the Tyrant's frown malignant lows? __ 145700 
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, (5). 
No: tis th” indulgence of each worldly j Joy, 
| Devoid of fear, anxiety or pain. py 


Brave is that Virtue, worthy Cato's prides, 


Thine Epicurus, delicate and foft, 

Bathing in bliſs, in ſenſual luxury. 

What in it's ſelf is excellent and fair, 

Delights you not: eſſe would you ne er depart 

Thus devious from the track; which Socrates, 

Or which divine Pythagoras purſuedſ; 

Nor would you ſhun Religion's ſacred paths, 

Pleaſure not plac di in virtue you maintain, 

But Virtue hold in Pleaſure; prone indulge - 

Nature, not govern her with reaſon's lore. 

Virtue you term, what's free from pain and toik. 

But Virtue none exiſts, ſave where the will 

Hear reaſons rein, the paſſions wild to rule 

Ordain'd, and their rebellious rage ſubdue. 

Then, as with ſharper toil the palm is won, 

With brighter beams ilfuſtrious Virtue ſhines. 
Whence is it then your Champion loudly boaſts, 

T a he firſt ben at en ane gg laws 


And 


271 
And to correct mens moral bent his thought, 
Virtue's chief friend; if what his voice extols, 
His practice ruines: lab ring to remore 
All that has pow'r the paſſions to controll, 
vet to indulge the paſſions fill perſuades? - 
Not Vice, but her attendants, he detefts ; 
Vice in her {elf he loves, from fear exempt. 
Thus ſpurs he on in deſperate career 
Youth, by mere nature force too gane dtiv n. 
Wants then ſuch ſtrong incitements human luſt, 
To fly what's hateful, what defir'd, purſue ? 
Would you by counſel men reclaim from vice, 
Why then attempt t-o'erthrow theſe facred laws, _ 
More weighty, and momentous far than thine ? 
For if the race, tho fubject to the dread 
Of heav'nly pow'rs, the Thunderer's angry bolt, 
And forked lightning's flame, th' infernal gloom, 
And the dire terrors of eternal pains, 26M rien? 
Yet till tranſgreſs, and each corrupt their ways 
With various crimes: what if this Dread were none? 
Dire inſolence the world would overwhelm, 
wi and murther their unbounded rage 
; E 2 Exert; 
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Exert; and Man lament that he was bonn. 

Were you with ardent love of Virtue fir d. 
And did you thirſt for Equity and Truth,” s, 
Why ſhould Religion's facred laws offend ? 
She's too ſevere.. Severe ſhe is to thoſe 
Whom Vice delights, but not to Virtue's friends. | 
For Vice then, Epicurus, you contriv'd- 
A friendly refuge, to each Miſcreant kind, 
Each perjur'd wretch. Hence to your banners hie 
In droves, the dregs and outcaft of mankind, - / 
Hence are you ſtyled th' Aſſertor of the baſe, 
Patron of villains; whom you thus ſupply  _ . 
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With impious courage and ignoble arms. ; 
For that degenerate fear, you boaſt to quell, _ PAP 
Damps not the Virtuous; whoſe ingenuous deeds, 
Becalm their minds, and chaſte integrity 


Wraps in ſoft peace, unconſcious of alarms. 2 
From theſe far diſtant, hiſs and claſh their thongs, | 
The ſnake-curl'd Furies; diſtant far from theſe 
Buri the relentleſs flames that never die. 

Call me declaimer, Quintius ; I'm content. 
Still I'll exclude all rectitude and truth | 


(2 

From Epicurus' ſcheme; nor him permi e 
To proſtitute fair Virtue's ſacred name. 
Say too, I loaded with opprobrious terms 2duon Tn2A7Vy ; 
The laughing tribe. Himſelf th inglorious brand 1654: 
Fix'd on himſelf, when he preſum d t bel. 
Law and it's ſovereign Author from the world; 
And Reaſon's light attribute to he wWildga +2 07 
Aſſemblage of blind atoms wrought by chance. 
For what is right? that, which by ſtated rules 
Is fix d. What juſt? That which the law ordains: | '// 
Then without law, nought juſt; and rule exempt. 
Nought right: thus Reaſon, Virtue are no more. 
But heav'nly Pow- rs remov d, nor law nor rule 
Remains: farewel for ever Juſt and Right! | 
Virtue's a phantom; Reaſon, Fortune's chill. 
Come, Epicurus, come; withdraw the maſk,” ut n 
Th' ungenerous maſk ; and, what thou art, appear. 

But know, while innate reaſon from the mind r 
You ftrive t expel, while juſtice you proſeribe ; 
Truth alſo, their inſeparable friend, 
You drive. For Reaſon's ſalutary pow'r 


Serves not our actions only to conduct; 
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External objects ſhe:diſtinAly ves 

With clear diſcernment and unerring care. k 
Where doubts arife,' ſhe's mute; till certain "if 
Diſpel th unfriendly ſhade: | when light A 
It's radiant preſtiice boldly the aſſert, 29 HN 
Sure of het judgment, and the judges right. 
For were her medium falſe, the treach'rous rar 

Still would miſſead the ever-wand ring aphid 
Fatal as darkneſs ſelf; no certainty 
Would beam on man: and all that we ade 
Of truth, were babling vain, and empty ſound, 
The ſport of winds. Whate er then we difcera 
By Reaſon's faithful and perſpicuous light, 
Is ſolid, clear, uncontroverted truth. Eee; 
But if the mind, if reaſon you derire 
From flutt ring atoms harmonia d by chance, _ 
Whenee will you prove, what you aſcertain, true? 
That may be wav ring chance, which truth you deem 
Strange concourſe and aſſemblages be form d 
Of the mind's elements, to repreſent 

Each object in a falſe and alien ligkt. 
Thus what to you feem'd manifeſt and clear, 

1 Still 
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Still as more clear, were wider til} from truth: 
Then all you think, and all you prove, is vain. . 
Now that the Whole is greater than it's Part 
Mankind agree: perhaps tis leſs; perhape, 
Spight of arithmetic, twice four are nine. 
Who, while he thinks, can doubt, that be exiſt | 
Yet what forbids but that we err in this* 

For, Reaſon's rule remor d, a 
Hence, by your principles, as nought is juſt. 
Nought can be true. Thy ſword, which Pro tas, 
That very ſword now turns its — 

Bur in ſupport of his expiring friend 

See Hobbs appear.” dete . 
That juſtice is reveal d by law innate; ant 
But that her origine the owes to at. 
When firſt mankind, for private ie reſt . 
The friends and lovers of themſelves alone. 
Feuds and alternate diſcord tofoment-- 11 2 047 
Began, and live on rie, waſte, and r, 
Then (fays this champion) left rude violenos 
he claſhing world deſtroy; that wedded p 

That ſons and fathers, brethren, citizens, 
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Might live in . A lite 


Prudence, attentive to the publick good, + nt? 
Some certain laws ordain d: which 3 
The joynt advantage of each various branch 
Firſt (tho reluctant) drove, coercive fear, 
And ſad experience of repeated woe. 
This then, in Hobbs) and Epicurus ſchemem 
Of juſtice and religion This the ſource. |, _ 
Who thus of juſtice and religion dares uon yd ne 
Theſe unatteſted falſities profane 1 1 
Aver, his impious enmity declarerss. 
What proves he more? And ſhall the Bastel . 
Lurk undiſclos d? Her ſource. if ſhe deriy'd 
From ſordid int'reſt,. Virtue's ſacred name 1 | oy: 
Would fink degraded, and ber, glories fade. 
Yet hence glad triumph I preſage, hence draw, , _ 
Sure pledge of victory in Virtue's cauſme. 
Since without juſtice and religion a ao bas TI 
Mankind he owns their mad leentiouſness 
Ne'er can reſtrain, clear is the conſequence, 8 vw 1 
That to their antient crimes ad ae return. 
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Here, but the order I purſue forbids, s, 
Would I forthwith evince th' heart-written law,  ® © 
And juſtice ſhew by Reaſon's light difplay'd, 
'Fer human laws prevail'd, or Tribunes firſt | | 
Their edicts iſſued, Senates their decrees. 
Nature I'd prove the ſovereign arbitreſs 
Of Juſt and Right.—Digreſlion to avoid, 
This let me now aſſert: if Good and Ill 
Had no exiſtence, *till the laws of man 
Prevail'd, then Juſtice has no native pow'r, 
But blind Caprice all law eſtabliſhes ; 
Which who confeſs, tyrannic pow'r obey. + 
For ſince the laws on man's ſole will depend, 
What's now forbidden, might have been enjoyn'd, 
And what is now enjoyn'd, prohibited. 
Thus then the general Good, on which alone 
| Subſiſts th' Hobbeſian plan, his idle dreams 
Refutes ; by his own argument he falls. 
For if the general Good engender'd laws, 
Then tis confeſs d ſome Good on earth appear d, 
Or ever there was law. Hence we diſcern oo 
A clear eſſential diff rence in things. © "19% 
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See how blind error thro” perplezing paths 
Drives the vain Reaſoner! If from laws alone 
Juſt and Unjuſt proceed, the fatal ſteel 
To plunge in'the bare breaſt of innocence 
Were a lefs heinous crime, than violate 
Our plighted faith:  fince murtherous ruffian acts 
Are mark'd then only with the flamp- of guilt, 
When the free race by mutual league have ſworn. 
Unfeign'd obedience to reſtrictive lars. 
But while they plead neceſſity of laws, 
(Left crimes outrageous man's ungovern'd race 
Drive headlong, or ſelf-love the world o'crthrow); 
Pleaſure's deſtructive influence they: confeſi, 
Whence luſt proceeds, dread ſource of villany. 
But Quintius, what propos d this verſe to prove? 
That, if Luerttius impious doctrines ſway d, 
Vice, torrent Vice, would deluge all mankind... 
As when th' ſovereign Monarch of the world. 
Permits the bluſtring winds to range at will 
Licentiaus; forth. they ruſh, the foamy deep 
Upturn, and laſhing the fonorous waves, 
| Spread ghaſtly terrors o er th affrighted main 
| 15 With 


THI 
With thund'ring roar, and ſea and air confound. - + | 
Thus Vice the world o'erwhelms, while Pleaſure reigns 
With lawleſs ſway, of heav'n and hell ſeture. 

Say, were there found à land, exempt. from law, 
From Prince or Potentate, free as you'd with 
The world, of all celeſtial terror clear; 10 
Where no reward awaited virtudus deeds, 

No vengeance, crimes purſued ; nor e en the names 
Of Vice or Virtue known; but each man reign'd 
Lord of himſelf and God : Would you that land 
Gladly inhabit Let Spinoſa's crew 

Dwell there ; there Epicurus' herd refide. 
Yet ſuch the boon your vaunted Græcian brought 
Mankind, ſuch gifts beſtow d; pernicious gifts | 
Is this the Wiſdom hymn'd by tuneful bards, 
By fame's loud trump proclaim d? Is this the Man, 
Whom nor Alcides, tho the world he purg'd 

Of monſters, nor the Patroneſs who chang d 
Primæval acorns for the fruitful grain, 

Nor the vine-planting Sire, nor Progeny 
Of fair Apollo ſat whoſe preſenee fled N 
Each dire Diſeaſe, and vanquiſh d Death tetir d) 
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Equal'd in merit, in kind benefits | 
Befriending man ?—Goodnefs unparallel d, 
To ſooth the impious in their fav'rite crimes, 
And rifle Virtue of her juſt reward |. 

Baneful this doctrine therefore and malign 
To ſocial commerce: for no benefit 
Confers he on mankind, not e' en the boon 
He boaſts ſo ſpecious; ſince the profer'd joys, 
Obvious themſelves, need no director's aid. 
As flatt'ring Alchymiſts for ſolid ore 
Give airy ſmoke, and feed the greedy ſoul 


With hopes deluſive; while each gaping churl, 
Fond of imagin'd wealth, his real ſtores 
Exhauſts, the ſubſtance bart'ring for a ſhade. 
Such thoſe, who liſt to Epicurus' wiles. 
The Virtues, man's chief ornament, the ſeeds. - 
Of Equity, beſt treafure of the mind, | 
Love of their brethren and their God, for vain. 
Amuſements they exchange; which who purſues 
Intent, gains little, and has nought t' impart. 
For your lov'd Bard this counſel oft repeats, 
| ' Your own dear int'reſt to conſult, all elſe 1 
| N | Relinquiſhing > 
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Relinquiſhing: and thus the Grzcian ſage 
His ſe& exhorted ne er to interrupt 
With fruitleſs cares the fleeting hours of 3 
With vain incumbrances of ſocial ties, 
On private or on public duties bent, 
Sunk with fad forrow for the Wretch diſtreſs'd - 
Or drooping o'er the funeral of a friend. 


Thus warn'd he, that the Wiſe, all woe to "I 15 


His ſoul in languid indolence ſecure, | nk 
Cold, and of all regardleſs, kinſmen, fot, Mos 
His parent's welfare, or his country's good, 
Loſt to the world, and alien to mankind. 
Still his own peace aſſiduouſly maintain, 


Nor further commerce hold, than what — * 


His coffers, or his happineſs advance, 


Self-ſatisfied, and wrap'd in {elf alone. . ,. 1.1 


Nor from this law een Pleaſure he exempts. 
For, ever warm in liberty's defence, 


%# 


(Stript of whoſe charms nought amiable appears 


Sweet or endearing). with ſtrain d eloquence . 


Your Sage attempts to ſhew, what pointed thorns, 
What anguiſh lurks beneath mellifluous flow'rs . 


Too 
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Too-ardently embrac d: hence to chaſte love 
Prefers wide · wand'ring and licentious luſt. 
Such the blind wiſdom of the ſluggiſh tribe 

But They, whoſe breaſt Religion's ſacred love 
Warms with a ſteady and unvarying flame, | 
Nor toil humane, nor friendly cares refuſe 
Nor ſtrict attendance to the public weal; 
But on their kindred and their country ſpend = 
Their generous efforts; nor to friends alore 
Benevolent, their free and ample fouls bag cd 
At once embrace the diſtant and th* unknown. 
Nor yet content with ſympathy of grief, 
They by their actions teſtify their hearts, 
Support th* oppreſſed, the deſtitute relieve; 
Proud to avow the ſweet endearing ties, 
Which Nature fram'd to harmonize mankind. 
Camps too and courts of law they oft attend 
With zealous fervency, m Honour's cauſe, 
Yet calm within: Foes to iniquity, 
Nought they atchieye, but Reaſon's voice approves, 
Prompts and enjoins: nought virtuous leave undone z 
For Piety, unerring — informs | 


What 
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What firſt their God requires, what Conſcience net 
God's umpire in the human breaſt, and what 
The various bonds of ſocial life demand 
Whate'er your dreams ſuggeſt, Religion trains 
A race of Heroes, generous Worthies, fire 
With nobler motives than the thirſt of gold, 
Hope of uncertain praiſe and airy fame; ' 1 Bit 
Or luſt of honours, which th' infatiate foul  ' 
Ever torment, and plunge too oft in Vice. 
But Piety nought deviating from right 
Perſuades, regarding Equity alone. noſe l. 
Say, which beft ſerves the intereftiof mankind; | 
Your Grecian, whoſe ſole law, whioſe ſovereign pow] | 
Is Pleaſure; or the Man, who God adores? 

But ſince nor force, nor n ac. 
Nor variable chance, nor written law, 
But nature's inſtinct prompts us to embrace 9 0 
That which promotes our ſeveral int reſts mt 1 p 
(This you'll confeſs at leaſt in man innate} + 
Hence what's moſt uſeful and falabriqus 3 
Whether the ſenſe it flatter or diſguſt, 
That to all elſe ſhould ſtill ſuperior riſe. 
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Then if to man more uſeful nought is found 
Than pure Religion's calm pacific laws, 4 
Nor ought than Epicurus' fictions worſe, 

(Both which are evidently prov'd) reign thou, 

Religion, and the paths of life direct. 

Thro' thy bleſt influence the filial tribe 

Inflam'd, their parents honour and revere, 

Servants their lords, and ſubjects kings obe 
Thence to the ſubject, link d by mutual ties 
Deſcends the ſovereign's paternal love. 


— 


Hence ſtabliſh'd government, and conſtant peace. 
For He, whoſe: heart the living God adores, 
Himſelf confeſſes of the general whole, . 83 
A part; if others ſervice he demand, Colt 
To them alternate benefits repays. 1 300 
But in your ſcheme what's ſafe? where luſt alu 


The pow r of juſtice, piety is ſcoff'd tan n 
Virtue degraded, native law deſtroy dj; 

Which who contemns, with the fell lion ranks 

And rav'nous tiger, foe to ſocial life. 

For, in himſelf enthron'd, and to himſelf _ 

Referring all, tho? but of millions one, 

T In 
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In vain conceit the Tyrant of mankind /- + 44 1450 
He reigns, the Centre of the univerſe, -- oi 
Claiming with impious pride unnat ral ſway. 1 - + wh. 
Hence the baſe Tenets ſas from hell 'sdark-gulph pn 
Deriv'd to man) aſſerting, that the Wiſe 
Should burſt all bands of mutual offices 
All contract, where his intereſt interfere 
Should ſacred right for dear dominion ſcorn, 
Nor to the injur d lend a pitying ea. 
Dire, fatal doctrine ! Such the baneful growtv. 
The flow'rs, which Epicurus gardens yield ! - 


As when th' unruly Steed once champs the curb,  - 
Like the wing d arrow rapidly he flies. 
Bounding o'er hill, o'er dale, nor obvious bank 
Nor trench regards: if then the ratt'ling thong 
Or trumpet from afar reſound, forthwith 

| His ſpeed he doubles, flecter than the winds, 
The ſand wide-ſcatt'ring with indignant hof. 
Check'd, he rebels; the voice, the rein defies;' 
Till faint and breathleſs, to himſelf he yield, 
By headſtrong fury fatally ſubdued. - © | 
Thus the laſcivious Wretch, his paſſions ſlave, . - 
HR G Heav'ns 
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Heav'ns ſacred awe diſcarding from his breaſt 
Who drowns the voice of conſcience, nor attends 
Her friendly counſels, his impetuous courfe 
Drives, till exhauſted by th Oer. pow ring tage! 2101 
Of lawleſs luſt, all ſpiritleſs he fnks, 3x 
Shorn of his ſtrength, and trembling every nerve. 

And ſure, ſince Man not ſingly walks the cart, 
(The earth to all jllimitably free) fs 
To publick Good the private ſtill ſhould yield. 
Better that All the general bliſs partake, 1 
Then One rejoice, while Numbers ſink in woe. 
Thus each his neighbour's intereſt fairly weiglis::: 
But in our own concerns to judge aright, b Rain. $131 924.1 
As in our neighbour's, no directing guide: 
We aſk, by Nature and right Reaſon taught. 
Lol I exiſt and live; nor ought to me ont 12 1 
Is dearer than myſelf; my life I'd/fave, 
And crown it with what happineſs I can; 
For this behoves me: what hehoves, is right. 
But live not Others to themſelyes as dear? 

Their life too, by the ſelf- ſame influence ruld, 
Gladly they d ſaye, and crown that life with bliſ. 


Blame 
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Blame you in others, what yourſelf purſue? ui vt 
He then, his neighbour and himſelf between 
Who arbitrates, if juſtice he re ver, ns t no 5. 
Will a& with equal trutk, as were he judge 
'Twixt alien parties, ſtrangers e en by name. 
How would this righteous Arbiter proceed? 
Each not the other's property ebene. 
Would he permit t invade. Himſelf then bound ed 
By the fame rule he equitably o.. 
Of the great Whole himſelf a part he deems; | 

And as the Whole it's part excels, ſubmits fat 08 
His intereſt to the intereſt of man kind wot I 

Thus then ts every fatal vice perſuades 

- Unrein'd Impiety. But Religion's lore 
Reſtrains th iniquitous; the upright heart 
With lively hope infpires; gives each their duc, 
And man his heav'n-born mind forbids t imbrute. 

If erſt the Grzcian Chiefs by Chalcas warn d. 
Strove Dian's wrath to ſooth and proſperous gales 
Obtain, with ſacrifice of human blood, 22 
Fair Iphigenia's blood, unpitied maid; 2 2mBw 169 
Here not true reverence of heav'nly'Pow'r £5 
- 8 Bore 
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Bore ſway : the dire barbarity cg rtr pe lt 

Blind Superſtition and an impious See, 

Yet on th' unrighteous altar, harſhly doomd Res ov} 

By an ambitious Sire's relentleſs voice 

This beauteous, hapleſs victim ne'er had bled, 

But that inveigling Pleaſure Paris breaſt 

Firſt fir d with lawleſs love, Adulterous wretch ! 

Who durſt the laws of hoſpitality : 

Profane, and Helen by inglorious theft 

To Troy, of Troy's long war the torch, convey.  & 
But leſt imagin'd Bliſs thy hopes betray, 

Still joy purſuing, ftill avoiding pain, 

Thy foul with ſoft voluptuouſneſs amus d: 

Reſolve me; does thy every wiſh ſucceed, 

And is thy heart's deſire completely crown * 7 

Then art thou fortunate beyond compare, 

Far beyond man's allotment fortunate. 

Yet this rare boon you'll not preſume t aſcribe . 

To conſcious Merit; nor to Wiſdom's pow'r: 

For She creates not” the event of things, 8 

But warns to bear them, proſperous or adverſe; 

Gives not to fortune law, but to the mind 
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Salubrious precepts. © But ſhould Fate unkind 
Doom thee the trials of ſeverer life, PEER 
O!] in what depth of miſery Serwhela'd leet: 
Thoull't plunge; who loſt in dalliance and, | delight 4 * 
Shrink'ſt at the ſhadow, at the ſound of pain; 


rr 
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When unforeſeen diſtreſs and rapid woe Ed 
Ruſh on thy ſoul, unequal to. the weight? o WEE a a If) ö 
Thro' luxury enervated and broke, | | , 
Thou want'ſt that firmneſs, which 1 che am, 5 
Of angry fate, and buoys the conſtant ſoul 

Erect midſt ruin, dauntleſs and ſerenee. 
Nor draw 'ſt thou comfort or ſupport from hear * 1 
What dread Calamities beſet the man:; be 
Who trembles ever at impending ills. 
And pants for viſionary joys, unſkilld gd 
To ſteel his mind with patient fortituſle ? 
As when fair bloſſoms firſt their gems unfold | 

Thick o'er the bluſhing tree, which genial des 
And tepid ſuns in ſpring's all-chearing prime bd wo! 


Soft and ſerene with foſt ring influence rea; 


If then with furious guſts, ſucceeding dire 
To the mild zephyr's breeze, the Northwind e 4 
Tempeſt 
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Tempeſt the night, they blaſt the rip ning bloomm 
Inſtant it ſickens, languiſhes and dies. 

Full well I ween the anfiver you'lf return: 
« Modeft my wiſhes; no deſire of gain 
Inflames me; Kings I envy not their wealth 
Their gorgeous palaces, or empty pomp' 26.0 
Of gliſt ring honours, which the herd admire. | 
I ſeek not princedoms at th expence of care, 

Nor triumphs bonght with hazard, toil, and blood. 
But what kind Nature bounteonſly beſtows 10 
Unſparing I enjoy, nor bluſh to ſuck 

The nectard honey from my Parent's — 

And freely taſte, what freely ſhe imparts. 
In Virtue's honeſt garb I wrap me ſafe; 
And wiſh to lead in innocence my life, ' 

While life remains, from vice and: anguiſh free. 

"Tis thus you plead. This plea let's fairly ſcan. 
Firſt then Tl} grant your ſtate, what you profeſs; 
Tou fail ſerenely with auſpicious gales: 

Some rocks you've ſhun'd, not all: vaſt tracts pechance 
Of dangerous ſeas, yet to be plough' d, remain; 
Where many a Scylla and Charybdis lurk. 
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Say, you have ever ſteer d the ſafeſt road 2 
Thro' life: much peril you have Wigs 61/10 
Where numbers fail'd. Vet lower the black'ning clouds: 
One tempeſt ſcap d, another ſtill ſuccec d. 
No certain reſt: All oer the Ocean's wars 
Muſt roll: All weather their allotted ſtorme. 
If then the tort ring Luſt of gold, that racks  - 
Each ſordid Miſer, if Ambition, -nurs'd 
In courts and palaces; if Thirſt of fame 
That headlong drives thro armed hoſts, thro fire 
Undaunted Chiefs, ne er tempted thee ; thus far 9 - 
Thou art ſecure: nor {ſplendid Vaſſalage, 0 
Nor wealthy Penury ſhall thy peace anno. 
But ſhould that Bloom of youth thou! now! enjoy In, 880 
Thy vigorous Health, che ſweet Serenit n 
Of tranquil life, and Bleſſings that lufßoe th 
Thy not O er- weaning heart; ſhould theſe TR Gifts... 
Inſtant be ſnatch'd, at fickle fortune's willi 
(For, like the ſhort-liv'd flow'r,. their Cs = 
Should dread diſeaſes, waſteful war or fire 
Sudden ſurpriſe thee, in the flow of joy, © 
Unpractis d to endure; or Tyrant fell 105 42107308 99178418 
Load 


04] 
Load thee with chains, in dungeon deep immur dj; 
Or ſhould thy boſom Friend his truſt betray ; _ 
Thy deareſt Wife be torn from thy embrace; 

Untimely death thy Children all at once 

Sweep off; thy ſpotleſs fame black Envy _ 

And Calumny, ſworn-foe to innocence ; 

How would'ſt thou then behave? or what avail / 

Ne'er to have griev'd, ne'er ſorrow known before? 
Thy cruel Stepdame Nature wouldſt ä 00 al 
Not Parent, ſtill ſolliciting her aid 
With weary cries in vain. Thy raviſh'd joys | 


Would ever haunt thee, an unwelcome train, 
And with ſevere remembrance goad thy ſoul 
While inly rankling the envenom'd wound 
Exhauſts thy ſtrength, and ſinks thee in deſpair. 
And what's the end? where terminates your ſhame? - 
From your own Sect we've learn d your laſt refource, + 
All hope extin& ; the nooſe, or fatal bowl. 
Sweet Solace this for your departed joys | 

Glorious Relief! till adding woe to woe. 

Thus, ever train'd in revels, banquets, maſques, 

. ſcenes of lodſe delights, th Aſſyrian Wretch, 


Sardanapalus, 


Sardanapalus, t died of loathlome n 56h * AR 
Rais'd his own fun ral pile, and ſacrific d 75814 0 
Himſelf, an impious victim, to the flames. b ll Een 
This race thy Followers, Epicurus, road 354 rao oft 7 
And thus attain they their illuſtrious goal. 
Not ſo, whom pure Religion's ſacred aid o firrf 
Firmly ſuſtains, Morality's beſt guide. 
What paſſes now, time's rapid ſtream along, 
They as the paſt regard, and as a dream” on 
Of yeſterday; with equal eye ſurvexg// 107 
Each various change of life, it's ſmiles or frowns, 
Nought vain or tranſient has the pow r to move 
Their ſteady minds; nor Adverſe Fortune break, 
Whom warm Proſperity could never bend. 
Tho' on the general ſea that rolls mankind rod 
Toſs'd rudely, and by partial tempeſts drin, 
Stemming undaunted the tumultuous waves 


In the mid ocean they enjoy the port | bs 219k 070 
Thro the glad preſcience of a happier li lie, | oT 
Theſe temp ral trifles for eternal bliſʒ r 
Freely they change; with ſhort aud eaſy toi! 
Earning a glorious and immortal ibn vA 
10 | H Nor 


r 


Nor can their generous Virtue be arraign 4 
Of avarice, by lucre's ſordid hope 
 Impell'd, or mercenary fear of ſhame. 

It's own chief Good Man's nature ever craves, 
Urg'd by the fame innate defire to Be 
And to be Happy. This 1 freely grant; 
And Pleafure that chief good confes: but then 
The Pleaſure from right objects muſt ariſe, 
Pure and ſincere, obnoxious to no ill. | 

For Man can nought but Happineſs defire; 


-  Novght love, but what that Happineſs promotes. 


Thus the fame end all feek by diff rent means: 
You, by ſoſt blandiſhments that lull a while 
Your pain, and momentary joys; in which, 

As in the varying wind and fleeting wave, 
As in th' unſtable ſand by billows driv'n, 

Or ſmoke aſpiring from the flaming reed, 
No ſure foundation can'be laid, whereon- 
To build the conſcious hope of folid Truth. 
They, nobly ſpurning all that time can raſe, 
All that is leſs than God, affect not fame 
By gloſs'd pretences and a ſpecious ſcorn 
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Of worldly things, to win the gaping crowd, 
Like the falſe Cynic: nor, like * clan, 
In rigid forms and ſowte auſterities 0 
Vaunt their perfection, and e — 
But mild and modeſt, God their only end 
In virtue ſeek, and God in the reward. _ | 
Would you freſh ſprings from pureſt ſource derive? 

You ſearch not marſhy vales, where ſtagnant ooze 
Or fœtid {lime prevail: with wiſer amm 
Piercing the bowels of ſome flow'ry cliff 
Or herbid hilloc, where the verdant ruſh 
And corny reed each latent-vein diſcloſe. 
Hence the pellucid rill your labour crowns. 
Thus to fair Virtues honeſt Vot ries ſpring 
Pure Pleaſures, which the ſenſual never knew, 
nſtain'd with forrow, unallay'd with pain. | 
From the chaſte love of this ſubſtantial Good | 
such winning charms, ſuch ſweet endearments ow 
As You, with all your rioting exceſs, 1 3 * 
Tho' you ſhould count an hundred years 420 more, 
Healthy and ſtrong, in youth's perpetual bloom, 
Ne'er can attain; not with that waſte of time 
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| Match FR leaſt portion of a virtuous life FR 0 * 0 
For what they love, they conſtantly enjoy,” , 
Beloy'd again: and from the pure embrace | 

Enhanc'd, the mutual fondneſs ſtronger grows. 
No fear behind, no ſtings of conſcience left: 
The nectar d draught no bitterneſs attends 
The flow'rs around the bowl no venom ſhed: 
Nor cloy d, nor ſurfeited, with freſh delight 

Still as they quaff, the, reliſh ſtill improves. 

If Death thou dread'ſt not, terror's vaunted King. 
They meet him with a nobler fortitude; 
Death, by thee deem'd thy Beings final cloſe, 
By them the ſpring of ever- during life. 


Your Hope, to be no more, abſorpt and loſt ' 
In night's eternal gloom: Their's, full of joy, 
Fraught with expectanee of the great reward, 
Short pilgrimage with endleſs Joys o'er paid. | 
| Bleſt Hape! itſelf a glorious recompence,/,  / , 
A lively pledge of Immortality, 
Foretaſte of Heay'n. ' Learn hence, what Treaſure, "Ol 
Surpaſſing Nature's, crowns the Juſt on earth; 5 
Learn, that God's flock are happier here than thee. 


But 
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But ſhould you find, (what merits firmeſt, Faith), AT 
When Death ſhall wrap thee: in her- ſable ſnade, 
Should you then find with/righteous yengeanee ee 15 
That God you knew. not ee, or known defied, cr 
I ſhudder at the thought. Ah!. Wintius, raſh. 
Th' Adventure; great the hazard you explormee. 
Shift as you pleaſe, in every light appea s 
Your ſtate far worſe than ours. What if we err n 
That error no dread puniſhment attend. G 1014 
One Fate then all involves; we all ſhall in. 


In one vaſt uneſſential void abſorpt. 5 47; 
Err you ? What fatal Miſery enſues! 17 = oi 
Woe infinite Such perils. who ren prove ? * 5 101% 
Harſh and obſcure theſe dodrines, you. ae. W l 
Shall words, mere words perſuade me rk 4 HT 
Certain fruition (whatſoe er it be, FP Thy A nfl 
Sufficient deem'd) for vague uncertain bus 2 
Shall I, in dread of blind futurity, NO 


The preſent quit? waſte all my portion d time 
In mad purſuit of dubious gain; the doom 17 
Eternal antedate, and living, die? 8 15 / 541 
I reliſh not the diſtant joys you. boaſt, 


TI 


"The gaudy phantoms of an airy de. 
But what exhort we Quintius to diſmiſs? 

Chains, ſordid chains, that fink your ſervile Mind 
What to deſpiſe? Vain toys, which once obtain d 
Inſtant you loath; then ſeek in novelties, 

What oft has mock d your hopes and fond defires, 
Ever purſuing Something unpoſſeſs d? 

Thus rolling Oer his bed the weary dick 

Explores each part, on this fide turns and tha, 
Quick-ſhifting ; now lies prone ; and now fupine, - 
With eyes to heav'n uplift: no comfort found, 
No reſt; what pleas d this moment, next offends: Q 
Nor ought, his ever-varying palate craves, 
Has pow'r.to heal or mitigate his pain. 

The big-ſwoln Dropſy thus with eager thirſt 
Pants for the draught; the draught new thirſt excites, 
So paſs thy flitting years, the craving void 

Of reſtleſ hope unſatisfied: in vain 

You ply the veſſel, while with dripping wafte 

The faithleſs bottom all your toil derides. 

Deſire ſtill ends in torment: if intenſe + 

The flame, you die; if mild, ſhort joys enſue, 


— 


TT 


Need I relate the pangs attending love, | ey 
The poiſon blended: with the honey d PR £1 
Which your Lucretius, cho reluctant, WW WE 


Owns, and with ſweeteſt melody lament? al 

Would you ſhun Care, ſhun: Pleaſure; A It 
Engender'd both: whoſe falſe ids nt 
Allure you to the paths of Miſery. irt t 
Oft in the night's dark gloom o er ao — 

A way ring Fire, ee, g 4 
Beams from aſar: the Traveller o erjoy d. 10 r 
Hails the deluſive light, with eager ſte ? 
Purſues the fancied village, and elate 


With hope, deep plunges in the fatal mire 
Theſe ſnares avoid: and tell me, where's e 

The mighty riſk in being virtuous, jul 4:2] 

Wie, valiant, pious? is it ſo Perilous 2s dend : 

An enterprize to dare to be a man? | 2 

If yet you diſapprove, and fictions call 

What I pronounce ſubſtantial n 

Is it not nobler, till to have in view 


A pure, immenſe, unvariable Good. 
. to purſue things. tranſient, . Tg 


To 
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Sh 1 0 make thro? life's: whole courſe your conſtarit 4 
That God, from whoſe exhauſtleſs fountain flows: - ST 
All you can wiſh; not Fortune's caſual die, 
Uncertain Atõms flutt ring here and there. 
Pleaſure's frail low'r, on tender ſtem ſuſtan dd 
Blown xefterday, e er morrow 's. dan decay dꝰ 
Hard taſk, you anſwer. But what bliſs can Man 
Fancied, or real, free from labour, gan? 
ls not your, vaunted Pleaſure bought with toil? 
You, know not God, you urge: [that Truth t explore 
O how important! In this grand debate 
Who is moſt intereſtod, God, or bus? 
Grant then, a future ſtate obſcure you deem; Tt JA 
15 it more clear, no future ſtate remain? 1 
If tis, demonſtrate; that's incumbent ſure, ae WO 
On him, receiv'd opinions who conteſts : 
Should that Hereafter come, you've n to —— 
But nought You fear, uncertainties embrace We 5 
For truths, and Darkneſs to the Light baker. b 1 al 
It charms you, Ruin charms; in miſery 1. ee 
That Darkneſs terminates: that Sleep to Death 
Is near, too near allied. Your only Health 
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And ftir the n functions of your ſoul. 

One muſt be true, you'll grant. Where different paths 
This way and that the wav ring Traveller 

Sollicit, Reaſon to the ſafeſt points. 

Say; were it rumor'd that a ſavage troop. 

Of fierce Banditti in yon ſpagioys wood 4 

Prowl'd for their prey: tho doubtful of the truth, cr 

Would you ruſh headlong'on ir uncertain ſhare, — „ 


And tempt the atnbrſeade? Conviction clear 2 = oh 
Sure you'd: demand. —Yet here thou wantog Youth, 5 


Far heavier Perils wait thy dr Ne Ys . 
Hence, til für Truth's exp ning bj dj 

The miſts of Error, one important Point 

Is evidently clear; how dire the ſcheme 

How fraught with dang rous wiles, that from the wed 

Of man would raſe th impreſſion of a God: 

W hat lively. Comfort cheers, what ſolid Hope 

Sülſtains the Juſt, whoſe hearts to heav'n aſpire, 


Who wo nobly pant for everlaſting Bliſs, 
Im. 7 49 
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